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Conversation with Daniel Derella 
(Underdog co-founder/guitarist) 


Your memory of Carl 


Edward Demola... 

Carl was a mainstay of 

the early NYHC scene. I 
remember seeing him around 
at shows at A7, CBGB’s and 
other venues in ’83-’85. I 
didn’t real know 

much about him then, but 
he always has had this 
cool style in the pit. He 
wasn’t big, we were both 
around the same size (5’- 
4”) but he was always in 
the middle mixing it up in 
the middle of the pit with 
the big boys. Then 

you’d see him on stage, 
skanking across and 
launching into a stage 
dive 

flipping around to his back 
to land on the crowd. 


How and when Carl joined Underdog? 

When Richie left Underdog to play guitar in Youth of 
Today, the band was left without a singer. We had the 
Underdog EP out, and we wanted to tour. 

So Russell approached Carl about singing in the band. He 
never really sang with a band then, but he had a strong 
stage presence. So Carl joined the band in early ’87, as 
I was setting up a summer tour with the band (with help 
from the almighty Johnny Stiff). Things with Underdog 
were starting to take off. We had lots of new songs, and 
it didn’t take Carl long to fit right in. 


Memorable moments from that period. 

We played some great shows together. One of my faves was 
in the Spring '’87(with Token Entry) at 288 Lark Street 
in Albany. I remember Carl and I standing across the 
street and think wow, look at all these punk kids. 

There was like 2-300 kids lined up in front to see the 
show in this tiny venue. It was totally packed, we 
couldn’t really hear ourselves on stage and in the like 
the first song, mic is broken. The sound man was freaking 
out, kids were like hanging from the rafters or 
something. It was total mayhem. 


The Underdog ‘87 Summer Tour. How was it? 

In late June ’87, Underdog went on tour, like 6-7 weeks 
across the USA. What can one say, 4 band members, 2 
roadies and a van. Things were pretty tight sleeping 
in the van or on people’s floors, so, of course, some 
people ended up with short tempers. But, Carl was 
pretty cool headed. He never really complained or lost 
his cool, he was just happy to be out on the road where 
everyday was like a new adventure. About half way 
through the tour, we’re in SF, pretty broke, so he said 
let’s go to the Krishna temple, at least we could get 
something to eat. The other guys in the band declined, 
so he and I rode skateboards somewhere in the Haight, 
and found a Krishna Temple. We ate well that day!!! 


How you think it was for Carl being part of Underdog? 
After the tour, I think Carl realized that this wasn’t 
his band (since Richie was the original singer and 
wrote many of the songs/lyrics.) 

I think his time in Underdog was a chance for him to 
get his feet wet with a band, tour and see the USA (I 
think he was 16-17 then, along with Russell’s brother 
Dean on drums). But it was also a chance for him to 
find his voice/vocal style. After the tour, Richie came 
back to band after doing his YOT stint. We said our 
goodbyes, and Carl moved on to newer and bigger things, 
joining the Icemen, and really finding his vocal style/ 
voice. 


About the “Underdog Carl the Mosher demo”... 

We recorded the demo with Carl on vocals at Tucasa 

on Ave B between like 6th and 7th. We never properly 
finished the recording, though there are some out there 
on the internet. Most of them are of poor quality. 
There are some alternate version of some Underdog songs 
on it. 

https: //soundcloud.com/this-music-nyc-9/underdog-demo- 
with-carl-the-mosher 


Recently I found 

a video of Carl 
playing piano, as 
Carl Piano Smith... 
What about that? 


Years later when he 
passed, I found it 
hard to believe that 
he was a Rock-n-Roll 
piano player in the 
style of Jerry Lee 
Lewis living in Texas. 
But looking back, I 
remember him pausing 
at a piano ata 
rehearsal space and 
banging out a song 
like Jerry Lee. 


WNYU’s Crucial Chaos and DJ Spermicide... 
Underdog was the first band to play on the show. The 
band set up in this tiny little room, down the hall 
from the radio studio. Spermicide (Marlene) lived in 
the same NYU dorm as my former bandmate Robbie G. She 
was always hanging at shows and I’d see her around. I 
asked her one day, “ you should have bands play live 
and interview them ”. She liked the idea, so we set 
it up. The band had to lug all our equipment to radio 
station. 

So we set up on this tiny room, and could barely hear 
ourselves as the sound reverberated around the room. 
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Are you playing or involved in any project 
currently? 

I’m currently bass player in NY’s Point Blank 
https: //www.facebook . com/POINTBLANKNYHC 


Carl “Mosh™“ Demola 
RIP 1970-2013 
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Justin Flemm / Ed Sherry 


First of all introduce yourself: Who are you? 
What do you do 

for living? 

My name is Justin Flemm, I work in the towing industry 
and live in the state of New Jersey. Since the days of 
high school I learned how to play guitar in Metal and 
Hardcore bands. I played in a early line up of Human 
Remains and Dave the drummer brought me into Well 
Aware, a Keyport NJ based HC band. Soon after my good 
friend Ed from Right Track and Out For Blood brought 
me into OFB where I would eventually meet Carl Mosher. 


Now let’s talk about Dynamo - How did it all 
start out? 


Ed introduced me to Carl in the summer of ’89, he was 
in a side project with Carl -on drums- called Uproar/ 
M13. They asked me to play bass, they kicked the 
singer out and we got Arthur Winstanley on vocals, 
and that line up would later become Dynamo - keeping 
some M13 tunes in the process. Now, Carl was a great 
drummer actually, but he was a better frontman as all 
the great bands he fronted, like Underdog and The 
Icemen. 

From 1997 to 1999 you guys released one demo 
and two amazing 7s on Twilite Records. Was 
there new stuff in the works before Carl 
passed away? 

At this point in time Carl left Nemeci (The Icemen 
reincarnation) making Dynamo his primary band. The 7”s 
that we released were entirely done by us,recorded 

at Bondy Sound in Manhattan, great times, Steve was 
awesome. We engineered everything ourselves basically 
using Steve’s studio and with some awesome help from 
him. Carl went down to Broadway and Houston Street and 
had the records pressed, all those 7”s. We had a few 
new songs that never made it live or on recordings, 
we had a mix of riffs Ed, Carl and I wrote that were 
being played around with before the band broke up, 
when Carl got Married in Texas. 


Carl the Mosher. All you want to say about 


the man. 

Carl had an uncanny way of creating well structured 

HC songs a true writer. He really showed me skills in 
writing and also getting my drum skills up because 
after Art moved to Florida I moved to drums for Dynamo 
and Carl to vocals and Ilko joined the band for bass 
with Ed still on guitar like always. I would like to 
say there were so many great times with Carl. One of 
my moments with Carl that I love is when we lived with 
his grandfather in Jersey city and we lugged a old 
piano upstairs from the basement, lol. Carl could play 
some great piano. One timeless memory, we as a band 3 
flew down for Carl’s wedding in Houston, Texas where 

he and his wife Carly would live. During this amazing 
trip Carl and his wife arranged for us to play a gig. 
The gig was dope, very unique, mixed audience and we 
got a nice response, Carl had a uncanny way of making 
shit happen on the spot. We even walked up to shows 

we weren’t on and got to play, lol. So many great 
memories. 


Memories of the scene which you guys were 


involved: friends, bands, etc... 

We had a blast playing clubs like CB’s, Bond Street 

Cafe, The Wetlands, Coney Island High, Studiol, just 

to name a few, with bands like Madball, EGH, Darkside, 
Coldside, Rejuvenate, Strength, Dmize, Bulldoze, s 
Merauder, Death Threat, Comin Correct, Crusade, AAW, 
Outburst ect., so many great 90’s bands. One person 

who I can always remember yelling “Move up” and would . 
dance his ass off for us was the mighty Ratbones, 

creator of PitWear, solid HC fella. 


For 
all NYHC 
collector 
maniacs, we 
never saw any 
Dynamo shirts.. .Why? 
Unfortunately, Dynamo 
never made shirts, I 
would love to make 

some now but we did 
concentrate back then 
on our 7”s being made 
more than shirts. 


Are you in other bands or 
planning to do some new 
ones? 

I play 2nd guitar for We All Die 


from Queens, NY with Pugsey and 
friends. 


End this however you want... 
I just want’ express my gratitude 
for this zine issue about the 
late great Carl the Mosher and 
our history of being in a band 
together with Ed, Ilko and Art. 
I loved the short time I had 
with Carl, my big bro, bandmate, 
roommate and co - worker. Miss 
you and see you one day, Carl. 
Much love and respect, Justin 
Flemm, a NY/NJ Hardcore man! 


opbscure 
band... 
What about 

' Manhattan 
13? I love 
‘the 3 songs 
on the “Path 
of Perfection 
Demo”, when 
were those 
songs recorded? 
The “Path of 
Perfection Demo” 
was made in Carl’s 
moms kitchen and 
living room in a 
downtown Jersey 
City apartment, 
lol. It was 
recorded in ‘92, 
great times. Carl 
plays drums, Ed 
on guitar, Art on 
vocals, and me on 
bass. 


Ed Sherry 

The Icemen era that was Carl/Justin/me for a short 
while Art on bass- was an interesting time. At the 

time I used to write graffiti with Justin, we were out 
bombing that day if I remember right. DEV CM was the 
artist who did the Dynamo logo, was president of CM and 
had mad skills with bombing and pieces. 

Carl and Justin and I rehearsed at a place in Jersey 
City on Pearl Street, that is where Carl decided to do 
some Icemen songs and he sang and played bass, I played 
Guitar and Justin played drums. We played a few shows, 
we would do some old The Icemen songs and mix in M-13 
songs. 

What’s called The Icemen promo was some material Carl 
and I wrote a long time before with the exception of 
“Insight” which was a song Carl wrote when he played 
with The Icemen earlier. I have about 3 albums worth of 
songs and material that was never released, Carl and I 
planned to release the next material we recorded and 
mixed at Bondy Sound Studios but it never happened. 

The last recording was just Carl and I (like it started 
with M-13), me on guitar and bass and Carl on drums 

and vox (Carl never laid down the vocal tracks on that 
stuff). 


Ilko Nechev 

Carl will always have a special place in my heart. I 
met him when I was 19 years-old and had just moved 
to New York City. I didn’t know anybody in this town 
and he took me under his wing and became my friend, 
mentor, and even a father figure. I’ve learned so 
many things from Carl and to this day am grateful to 
him for his guidance, advice, and wisdom. Carl was 
a truly special human being, one of a kind. He had 
a way of touching people’s lives and looking into 
their hearts. He is dearly missed and will never be 
forgotten. 
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You can view a few videos of Carl Piano Smith on his youtube 
channel located at: 
https: //wew. youtube. com/user/Carl1PianoSmith 
https: //www. facebook .com/Car1PianoSmithandTheStardusters 
https: //www. facebook .com/Car1PianoSmith 
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